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Tom Fazio: Devoted 
Educator, Respected 
Community Member
By REMY BERNSTEIN

Managing Editor
 
 Dr. Thomas Fazio, Principal 
of Hastings High School for the last 18 
years, died on Monday, January 19. He 
was 68.
 Dr. Fazio, or ÒDoc Faz,Ó as 
students and faculty fondly referred to 
him, was a constant at HHS for the past 
two decades, moving through the halls 
in the morning to check in on every class 
and, as Junior Nicolee Spiller recalled, 
purchasing the hot special in the cafeteria 
at lunchtime each and every day: "Seeing 
him there, standing in line and buying the 
same food as us, really made him come 
off as a down-to-earth guy, someone we 
could talk to if we needed anything.Ó 
 On the other hand, Dr. Fazio 
was a private man, handling the dayÕs 
work while making sure to stay out of 
everyoneÕs hair. He was a Þrm believer in 
letting teachers teach and as a result, he 
sometimes came off as laissez-faire in his 
approach. However, as so many faculty 
members and students can attest to, this 
was not the case.
 Dr. Fazio oversaw the expansion 

A PrincipalÕs Passing, A 
High SchoolÕs Future in 

Question 
By ALIANA HEFFERNAN

Managing Editor
 

 In this difÞcult and chaotic time 
in our high school, one question resonates: 
where do we go from here? 
 With the future uncertain con-
cerning who would be the principal for 
the rest of this year and in September, The 
Buzzer spoke with Mr. Shaps to shed light 
on our questions. 
 Faculty had questions as well, 
which were all addressed at a meeting 
held in the afternoon on Monday, January 
27th. According to Mr. Shaps, he recom-
mended Mr. Adipietro as interim princi-
pal, beginning the following day and last-
ing until June 30th. As interim principal, 
Mr. Adipietro will have all the usual duties 
of principal, but on a temporary basis. 
 Junior Ga‘lle Feliz said of Mr. 
Adipietro, ÒI think he will do a really 
good job because he has control of the 

of the Advanced Placement (AP) program 
at HHS and, following his steadfast policy 
that students should always challenge 
themselves, called for the elimination of 
grade and test score thresholds for entry 
to these courses. (ÒAnyone who wanted 
to take an AP course could take it,Ó said 
Mrs. Gail Wegner of the Foreign Lan-
guage Department). The fact that Hast-
ings High School studentsÕ statewide test 
scores, graduation rates, and AP course 
enrollment levels all increased during Dr. 
FazioÕs tenure is no accident. If that was 
not enough proof of his success as an ad-
ministrator, the high school was awarded 
with a U.S. Department of Education's 
National Blue Ribbon Award for excel-
lence for the 2001-2002 school year, mak-
ing it one of only a few hundred schools 
nationwide to be honored. 
 Yet it will not be the awards and 
the statistics for which Doc Faz will be 
remembered; it will be for all the little 
stories, the small interactions, which made 
an impact on students and staff. As Mrs. 
Wegner recollected, there was another, 
very different side to this man: ÒSome 
people would say he was shy, and he was 
shy, but in an appealing way. But then 
there was this side to him that was also a 
performer. WeÕve seen him dancing and 
I remember seeing him sing on stage [at 
the Harvest Moon Ball]. And during a 
faculty talent show that we had one year 
he, along with other teachers, performed a 

Glenn Miller big band tune called ÔBoogie 
Woogie Bugle BoyÕ and he was the ÔBugle 
Boy!ÕÓ
 Senior Dan Cunningham, who 
shared a great afÞnity for Syracuse Uni-
versity Basketball with Dr. Fazio, remem-
bered Òchatting it up with him, talking 
about the previous nightÕs game.Ó
 ÒDr. Fazio was a very easygoing 
and personable guy,Ó said Junior Nora 
Howe. ÒBut because he was the principal 
and handled more business matters, I 
donÕt think all students got to see that.Ó
 ÒOne of my memories of Dr. 
Fazio is when he interviewed me for [my] 
job,Ó Dr. Mike Mahony, Chairman of the 
English Department, said. ÒHe gave me a 
question I really didnÕt want to answer, so 
I said, ÔOh, s***!Õ and he really liked that 
as a response.Ó 
 It were these moments of sincere 
lightheartedness, these little windows into 
the manÕs personality that few students got 
to see, but deÞned the personal relation-
ships of Dr. FazioÕs tenure at Hastings 
High School. While standing in the high 
school ofÞce, Ms. Nancy Gagliardi, a 
main ofÞce assistant, and Mr. Lou Adipi-
etro, Assistant Principal and now Interim 
Principal of HHS, reminisced about one 
of the many times that Ms. Gagliardi was 
singing to herself in the ofÞce. Suddenly, 
Doc Faz walked out of his ofÞce and 
Þnished the tune for her, causing everyone 
a fair bit of shock at Þrst, but then great 
amusement. As Mr. Adipietro put it, Òhe 
was always surprising you.Ó
 Anyone who attended the memo-
rial service for Dr. Fazio on Saturday, 
January 24, at Temple Beth Shalom, got a 
real look at Tom Fazio, the man. Whether 
it was Mr. Shaps, current Superinten-
dent of Schools, Dr. Jay Russell, former 
Superintendent of Schools, Dr. FazioÕs 
daughter Christine, or Dr. Mahony, every 
speaker had something meaningful to 
say. ÒIt was a really beautiful funeral; it 
was simple and it really underscored how 
much he was loved and how much he will 
be missed,Ó said Mr. Art Ralston of the 
History Department. 
 ÒEven as everyone talked about 
how he was a private man, his daughter 
got up and Þlled us in on some of the in-
teresting pieces of his life,Ó Mrs. Wegner 
said, before adding, ÒShe then asked us all 
to raise up and applaud him, which was an 
interesting touch. It felt good.Ó
 Even as people gathered to cel-
ebrate the personal life of Thomas Fazio, 
it is hard to overlook his impact on Hast-
ings High School as its leader for the past 

school and he knows the students and 
faculty.Ó Junior Julia Gargiulo concurred, 
saying, ÒStudents already respect him.Ó 
 With Mr. Adipietro standing in 
as principal, who will Þll his role as as-
sistant principal? Currently, nothing has 
been decided regarding that matter, but 
the administration is working on making a 
decision. 
 In the spring, the administration 
plans on holding formal interviews in 
what will be a national search for our next 
principal. The idea to promote a faculty 
member within the school district is still 
open, so candidates internally and exter-
nally are welcome to apply. 
 Finding someone who could 
replace Dr. Fazio as principal is certainly 
a daunting task considering the 19 years 
he dedicated to Hastings High School.  
 ÒSomebody as committed as Doc 
Faz was to the school and education 
will be hard to Þnd,Ó said Junior Leah 
Gonzalez.
 As for a date by which we can 
expect to know who will be our next 
principal, Mr. Shaps said, ÒI would love to 
know by July 1st.Ó 

two decades.
 Mr. Adipietro, who was by Dr. 
FazioÕs side for the last three and a half 
years of his tenure, provided some insight 
into what kind of principal he really was: 
ÒDr. Fazio was a true mentor to me. No 
matter what the issue, he would stay calm 
and collected. He taught me to make 
sound decisions only after all information 
had been collected and analyzed. [There 
were] no rash or knee-jerk decisions.Ó
 ÒDr. FazioÕs legacy is and will 
always be that all students be given the 
tools to succeed. He was a pioneer in 
education,Ó he said.
 Mr. Adipietro went on to point 
out the strides this school has taken under 
Dr. FazioÕs leadership to develop the Spe-
cial Education Department, as it became 
Òone of the Þrst high schools to abandon 
the self-contained model of special educa-
tion and go to a full inclusion model.Ó
 Yet Dr. Fazio also knew when 
he had to take the hard stance, when he 
had to be the strong leader and stand 
up for what was right for the school. ÒI 
think that one of the things that was very 
important to him was that, ultimately, as 
principal, he was going to have to make 
some tough decisions and we, as faculty, 
would not always agree with him,Ó said 
Mr. Greg Stephens, Chairman of the Math 
Department. ÒHe wanted us to understand 
that we could always bring ideas to him 
and ask for help in making decisions, but 
that at the end of the day, that decision 
would be what he thought was best for the 
school.Ó
 Dr. Mahony, who, as previously 
mentioned, spoke at the public memorial 
service and led the in-school ceremony as 
well, spoke to, perhaps, the true essence 
of Dr. FazioÕs motivation as an educator, 
saying, ÒOne thing I most remember about 
Tom was his passion that all students be 
treated with equal dignity and justice and 
concern.Ó
 It is clear that Thomas Fazio 
will be missed by so many people in this 
community and that this enormous loss 
will loom over the school for some time. 
He has truly left his mark on HHS and 
impacted everyone who knew him well. 
But, as both faculty and students who 
knew him well made so abundantly clear, 
he would not have wanted us to stop the 
educational process to mourn his passing; 
he would have wanted this institution to 
move forward for the betterment of the 
community. As midterm week passes and 
the second semester begins, it is already 
apparent that that is exactly the case. 

In the face of tragedy, how will the administration undergo the search for a new principal?

The ßagpole in front of the Farragut Complex stands at half-mast in tribute to Dr. Fazio.
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We Commend Dr. Fazio
 It is around this time of year that Dr. Fazio would get 
on the loudspeaker to talk to students about second semester. 
He would tell us that Òevery student can learnÓ and to those 
who were doing well academically, he would say to Òsimply 
keep up the good work,Ó and for those who could do bet-
ter, he told us to see this moment as a time to switch gears, 
to further fulÞll our academic and perhaps personal poten-
tial. Many students will probably recall the shock, if not of 
Tuesday morning, then of Monday night as students steadily 
began dedicating their Facebook statuses to their principal. 
Were the rumors true, kids wondered. I was in contact with 
students from all grades, as well as various alumni, who were 
saddened to hear of the sudden loss. It poignantly revealed 
the nature in which Dr. Fazio had subtly and humbly united 
us all.
 My mind went to the last words the man had said to 
me directlyÑwhich were few, usually short, often amusing, 
and always sincere. He was passing by in the lobby during 
my study hall. He stopped. ÒCody,Ó he said. ÒNo cell phones 
this period.Ó 
 He respected rules and regulations. He enforced them 

But, as is sometimes the case, my principal was right. It was the only logical thing to do: if he bent the rules for 
one, how was it a rule at all?
 Still, he was able to surprise us, and in the best of ways. My mind then traveled back in time to 2005, 
when students protested the war in Iraq and took part in a nationwide walkout after lunch. We made it into The 
Enterprise, and yes, even The Buzzer. The administration let us punks off easy; one detention, we were told, 
that would include a lecture on Civics from our principal. 
 I remember sitting in the auditorium, a freshman, when Dr. Fazio took the stage and talked to the walk-
outÕs participants (who skipped four periods) about history, about civil discourse, about the AmericanÑand 
HastingsÑtradition of dissent and free expression. I recall waiting for a Òbut,Ó for an authoritarian condemna-
tion of our actions. But, it never came. Rather, he told us to join him in the back of the room as we exited the 
auditorium, and to glance at the wall of the names of Hastings High School students who served in World War 
II. Before we were dismissed, I distinctly recall him saying the words to us, ÒI commend you.Ó What more 
could we students ask for from our top administrator? 
 It was unconventional, yet he was following the rules. We had served our time, and he had given us our 
lecture, even if it was completely contrary to our most earnest expectations. It was classic Doc Faz, a jazz musi-
cian of sorts: we could count on him to play the standard, but so refreshingly and uniquely offbeat.
 And when we had a Buzzer issue to bring up, some new editorial idea we needed approval on, or an 
interview with an administrator, the doctor was always in. WeÕd make an appointment and he never kept us 
waiting. HeÕd sit in his ofÞce and look us in the eyes: ÒWhat can I do for you?Ó he would ask each time. And he 
has done plenty for us, whether it was ending the schoolÕs tracking policy or letting us take A.P.Õs or allowing 
the student press to publish without censorship. 
 I know Dr. Fazio read The Buzzer, to what extent he never told me, but I felt his judgment of the 
schoolÕs only paper always spoke volumes to the manÕs character: it often made him smile, it sometimes ticked 
him off, it was a pain to pay for, and still he read it on the same day everyone else did and told me he wanted 
it to come out even more. He didnÕt have to, but he did; he trusted our advisor, and he trusted whatever kid 
happened to be in charge. Everyone I know had faith in Dr. Fazio to carry out his responsibilities (and he had 
many), and I realize now it was only natural for him to have that same faith in everyone else. And in that spirit I 
ask that we continue this year the way our principal, around this time, would remind us that we could.  
 For as he has passed, his undying faith in us should not be ignored or forgotten, nor should it be a bur-
den. Rather, it can serve as a much-needed source of motivation for success, a model for a way to treat others 
as well as our work. Indeed, every student can learn, and we thank Dr. Fazio for creating an environment where 
that was not only true, but often enjoyable.  
 And after digestingÑand the process has only begunÑthe news of our principalÕs passing, my thoughts 
turned from those brief memories of our time together to the ways in which I could remember them. What if 
we postponed the paperÕs release? What if we made it come out early? What do we have to scrap? What do 
we have to add? DonÕt the other articles seem so obsolete now? Who cares about our views on some movie, a 
sports team, whatÕs going on in Gaza, ValentineÕs Day, or something in the school thatÕs causing a stur? 
 Our principal did. ThatÕs why he let us print this and why he probably read each article that appeared in 
it. In this paper you will Þnd articles about Dr. Fazio, like this one, where students recall him or question what 
will happen now that the schoolÕs top job has been vacated. But youÕll also Þnd a review of ÒRevolutionary 
Road.Ó One kidÕs critique of Israeli foreign policy. Teachers talking about their Þrst kisses. And, of course, how 
NathanielÕs feeling.  
 The principal said he wanted more issues, so weÕre making them. ItÕs what he would expect, even of a 
second semester senior. Thank you, Dr. Fazio. WeÕre proud of this issue, and we can only hope you would be 
too.
 -CB

Please send Letters to the Editor to SUBMISSIONS@HASTINGSBUZZER.COM
Next WriterÕs Meeting: Wednesday, February 11 (Room 323, 2:50 PM)
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New Plans Meant to 
Keep HHS 

Technologically Current
By MICHAEL OCANA

Contributing Writer 

 While many students may not re-
alize it, Hastings High School is constant-
ly updating its technology in order to keep 
the school up to date.  Annually, a portion 
of the schoolÕs budget is dedicated solely 
to the technology program at the school.
       According to Computer Lab 
Attendant Bob Galinski, this portion of 
the budget is intended for Òreplacing old 
computers, purchasing new equipment, 
new printersÓ and other uses.  Currently, 
the most common use of this money is 
the repair and replacement of outdated 
computers.  In addition, some funds have 
been used for the purchasing and installa-
tion of SmartBoards. So far this year, 17 
new SmartBoards have been purchased 
and three laptop carts have been replaced.
       However, the current focus 
on spending raises controversy. Some 
students feel that this may not be the best 
way to utilize these funds.  For example, 
this spending raises the often controver-
sial issue of the relevance and necessity 
of SmartBoards.  After the SmartBoardÕs 
introduction, many students questioned 
their functionality - many of their teach-
ers either did not utilize them or lacked 
the ability to use their more interactive 
features.
       In addition, the spending on 
laptops may also be questioned. Often the 
damages to the laptops are inßicted by ir-
responsible students and some believe that 
the money may be better spent protecting 
the computers and discouraging deface-
ment rather than replacing them. In addi-
tion, some high school students believe 
that laptops are not used often enough to 
warrant such spending
       However, a new plan is intended 
to make use of the laptops easier.  There 
are plans to incorporate WiFi access in 
the relatively new ÒQuiet RoomÓ of the 
library.  Plans are being Þnalized for the 
installation of a WiFi hub to improve the 
use of the school laptops, notorious for 
slow speed and limited mobility within 
the small radius of internet access around 
the laptop carts.  While it is likely that a 
laptop sign out system will be used rather 
than leaving a number of laptops in the 
room at all times, it is hoped that this 
addition will improve performance of the 
laptops and increase their use.

Continued on Page 4

 AFYA, which means Ògood 
healthÓ in Swahili, has sent over 10 ship-
ments of donated medical supplies to 
needy hospitals in Africa and the Carib-
bean since its founding in 2007.  It was 
created by Danielle Butin (Sophomore 
Sam ButinÕs mom) and was brought to our 
school this year by Jessica and Josh Bass, 
a senior and junior, respectively. AFYA 
gets Òwish listsÓ from doctors to make 
sure speciÞc needs are met, and then re-
ceives donations from New York hospitals 
with supplies. 
 The equipment and materials are 
then inventoried, sorted, packaged, and 
shipped off to clinics with the most urgent 
needs. With regards to the Hastings High 
School branch, it is not actually its own 
club. It is part of KITENDO, which means 
ÒactionÓ in Swahili.  KITENDO is cur-
rently launching an undercover investiga-
tion of the cafeteria foods, and plans to 
present ideas for improvement to Superin-
dentent of Schools Mr. Robert Shaps.
       Although AFYA has only been 
an ofÞcial club for one semester, HHS 
students have been working for AFYA 
for much longer.  Many junior and senior 
boys spent hours over the summer volun-
teering, without air conditioning. ÒIt was 
105 degrees in there,Ó said Danielle Butin. 
ÒWe were loading carts, and one senior 
spent six hours packing boxes for Sierra 
Leone.Ó Ms. Butin was impressed by the 
commitment our classmates have shown 
and decided she wanted members of the 
entire village involved with the organiza-
tion.        

School Trips Under the 
Microscope

By EDDIE NOLAN
Staff Writer      

       Many students feel that Hastings 
High School has been supportive of Þeld 
trips while others have perceived a recent 
decline in their frequency. Teachers have 
acknowledged that Þeld trip planning 
has become more difÞcult. ÒAir fare has 
doubled, and the price of food has gone 
up by about 30 percent," said Mr. Dan 
Brownstein of the science department.
       Some students were skeptical 
about increased Þeld trip prices. ÒIf the 
school is smart about its locations, they 
can still have a less expensive educational 
experience,Ó said Sophomore Jackson 
Napierala. Michael Stein, another sopho-
more, agreed: "People are less willing to 
go on extravagant Þeld trips because they 
put stress on the working middle class 
family...Þeld trips are easier if they aren't 
in too faraway places."      
       Interim Principal Mr. Lou Ad-
ipietro contends that there have not been 
signiÞcantly fewer Þeld trips. "We only 
allow 10 Þeld trips per semester, and this 
year we allowed eight." Unfortunately, 
pricing concerns may have discouraged 
teachers from pursuing Þeld trips. "The 
biggest problem with trips is money," he 
said. "I have yet to disapprove a trip this 
year...what we've noticed is that teachers 
are choosing not to do as many trips on 
their end."      

       According to Mr. Adipietro, 
despite the academic beneÞt of Þeld trips, 
teachers need to consider alternatives. 
ÒWe could bring some speakers in to make 
it more all-inclusive. With the Internet, 
you can bring these exhibits into class. 
I know it's not the same...but people are 
starving out there."
       Increased busing costs seem to be 
one of the major factors inßuencing Þeld 
trips. Despite lower gas prices, the cost 
of buses has remained the same. "They 
raised the prices of buses when gas was 
$4.80 per gallon, and they haven't brought 
them back down," said Mr. Adipietro. 
"Until that happens I see myself encourag-
ing teachers to reconsider trips."
       The current worldwide economic 
crisis, coupled with the cost of the music 
department's Þeld trip to Boston reaching 
about $400 per student, has forced Mr. 
Michael Rubino, Mr. Kenneth Jernigan, 
and Mr. Dan Kerness to suspend the trip 
for one year. Despite great efforts in fund-
raising, including bake sales and

Continued on Page 8

SPOTLIGHT ON AFYA: 
HHS Volunteers Help Supply Needy Hospitals

By SARAH KNISPEL 
Staff Writer

       On Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
AFYA had its third sorting-and-packing 
day this school year. President Obama 
has declared MLK Jr. Day a national day 
of service and the AFYA warehouse on 
Nepperhan Avenue had a steady ßow of 
hardworking volunteers all afternoon. 
Butin was very grateful to have so many 
volunteers on hand, though she said the 
challenge was Ògetting lots of people 
coming at different times all day, and then 
learning the system and adjusting to it.Ó 
       The volunteers on Monday 
were especially dedicated; at one point 
during the day, hundreds of tiny Þrst-
aid kits came in, and all of the ointment 
was expired, so people had to pull them 
apart, and salvage and sort the rest of the 
supplies inside. Nurses and doctors came 
throughout the day for added expertise. 
 One volunteer estimated that at 
least 60 high school students came to help. 
In one of the most successful packing 
days AFYA has seen, 251 big boxes were 
sorted, packaged, and loaded onto a truck 
to be sent to Haiti.       
 ÒItÕs a good way for kids to really 
get involved without spending money,Ó 
said Sam Butin, Òand itÕs immediate. You 
see the packages shipped off, so you get a 
sense of gratitude, because you really see 
what youÕre doing.Ó      
 Jess Bass would like to begin 
having weekly AFYA meetings in Mr. 
SmithÕs room in the near future, and she 
plans on continuing to organize packing 
days for the 3rd weekend of every month.

With the current state of the economy, trips 
like the class of Õ09 took to Washington in 8th 
grade could be a distant memory. 
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HHS in the 21st Century
By EVA KALIKOFF

Staff Writer

  Technology has become a very 
important part of our learning experience 
at HHS; there are few classrooms that lack 
SmartBoards and every classroom has at 
least one computer.  Mr. Brent Harrington, 
our school districtÕs instructional technol-
ogy coordinator says, ÒThe reality is that 
we are living in the 21st century in which 
our studentsÉ are immersed in a world 
where technology is constantly being used 
in their everyday lives.Ó  In other words, 
if we all go home to our iPhones and web 
cameras, then it only makes sense for the 
school to try to keep up. 
 With technology, there are 
always problems and of course, we see 
our share of them at school.  The science 
department has a lot to say on the topic of 
computers and technology malfunctioning 
during class use.  ÒIt took me 20 minutes 
to load a 20 minute video today,Ó Mr. 
Markus said incredulously.  Ms. Flanagan 
has had technology fail on two out of the 
three times that she was observed by ad-
ministrators.  But these teachers also seem 
to understand that most of these issues 
are the fault of no one but the machines in 
which they occur.  Ms. Flanagan says, ÒIt 
isnÕt [anyoneÕs] fault that the network is 
slow.Ó 
       When asked about problems 
with technology, Mr. Harrington says, ÒÉ
staff have been directed to the technol-
ogy link on the district website.Ó  On that 
eBoard, there is a section that focuses 
on Òtechnology problems.Ó  On the page 
where it explains troubleshooting, nearly 
every bullet point instructs whoever has a 
problem to seek out a speciÞc technology 
expert like Mr. Galinski, Mr. Theodule or 
Mr. Harrington.  
 The three experts evidently are 
doing their jobs because many students 
see them around school.  Freshman Ari 
Shaps says that he sees Mr. Theodule 
particularly often when he is Òsetting up 
the sound system for presentations [and] 
he does that well.Ó
       With so many people using such 
a large system, it is inevitable that there 
will be problems.  And even if there are 
problems, the technology will only enrich 
our learning process, not hinder it. This 
has deÞnitely been the case, as has been 
shown by the installation of smartboards, 
improved internet access and security, and 
an increased quantity of computers.     
 To leave the last word with Mr. 
Harrington, Òtake [a] teacher and provide 
them with 21st century technologyÉ 
and the classroom becomes truly trans-
formed.Ó

Common Cents Club 
UniÞes Grades through 

Charity Work
By SAMANTHA BORELLI

Contributing Writer     
    

 Although there are numerous 
clubs that the students of Hastings High 
School can join, there is one that focuses 
both on helping other communities and, 
at the same time, creates a bond between 
high school and elementary school stu-
dents. 
       The Common Cents Club was 
started in Hastings High School this year 
by a group of senior girls willing to put 
time into charitable activities. Common 
Cents, a widespread project many other 
schools participate in, features activities 
like the Penny Harvest, which involves 
the collection of pennies to turn into 
grants for underprivileged communities. 
       Last year, Seniors Sara Naouai 
and Marina Sideli attended a penny pour 
at Rockefeller Center in New York City, 
which displayed the results of a penny 
collection across the state. Sara said that 
she and Marina were Òso impressed by 
what we saw that we became motivated to 
begin something like this in our school.Ó 
       To take the Common Cents mis-
sion to Hillside Elementary School, Sara 
and Marina set up an assembly with the 
principal where an easy and understand-
able PowerPoint presentation was shown 
in front of the entire school. The gym 
was packed with students ranging from 
grades K-4 so that all age groups could be 
included in the Penny Harvest. 
       Along with the PowerPoint, a 
small group of third and fourth graders 
were chosen to lead the Common Cents 
Club in the elementary school and to work 
with older students to come up with ideas. 
They were given pins to symbolize their 
leadership skills and level of determina-

Hastings Tech,
Continued from Page 3  
 
 Opinions on this proposition 
vary as students consider the effect such a 
hub would have on the ÒQuiet Room.Ó ÒI 
believe that WiFi just in the Quiet Room 
will bring more people in -- people who 
do not necessarily have work to do,Ó says 
Senior Leon Averbukh. ÒThus, the Quiet 
Room will become the noisy room.Ó  In 
contrast, other students are more accept-
ing of the WiFi hub. ÒIÕm in favor of any-
thing that would improve these machinesÕ 
performance,Ó says Senior Kye Roh.  It is 
hoped that student opinion plays a role in 
future decisions about technology in the 
school as a means of positive change.

The Hastings-Civil War 
Connection

By MARY GRIFFITHS
Contibuting Writer      

 Every day since 1994, a mural of 
a man in a blue uniform has greeted the 
students and faculty of Farragut Middle 
School.  He stands, posed in front of an 
American ßag, with his hands crossed 
across his strong, wide chest, thoughtfully 
looking off into the distance. In the hustle 
and bustle of the day, few have taken the 
time to stop and think about why Farragut 
Middle School is named after after Admi-
ral David G. Farragut, the man depicted in 
the mural and one of our nation's greatest 
heroes during the Civil War. Admiral Far-
ragut had a distinguished, nearly 60-year-
long career in the U.S. Navy, but why 
name a school in Hastings after him? 
       James Glasgow Farragut, who 
was born in 1801 in Tennessee, but soon 
changed his name to David upon his 
adoption at age seven, joined the Navy as 
a midshipman when he was only ten. By 
age 15, he had already been given com-
mand of his own ship and been wounded 
and captured during the War of 1812.  
After the war, Farragut was given various 
commissions that honed his skills as a 
leader and tactician. 
       When the Civil War broke out in 
1861, Farragut stayed loyal to his country, 
rather than his Confederate home state of 
Tennessee.  He proved himself in 1862 by 
taking the port and city of New Orleans 
and putting both in Union control, a crip-
pling blow to the Confederate moral and 
economy.  To show appreciation for his 
actions, the Navy created the rank of Rear 
Admiral for him, the Þrst time the rank 
was ever used in U.S. Naval history. For 
the better part of two years, the US Navy 
was fairly unsuccessful at battling the 
Confederates, having lost the Cumberland 
and the Congress in 1862, and the Housa-
tonic in 1863.  In 1864, the tides of the 
naval war changed when Farragut orches-
trated the greatest Civil War naval battle 
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tion, in addition to being greatly ac-
knowledged for the fact that they wanted 
to make a difference in their school. 
According to Brandon Beazer, a third 
grade student in Mrs. TroopÕs class, being 
recognized for his good deeds feels Ògreat 
because I like helping families that are 
not as lucky as we are in Hastings.Ó When 
asked about how Common Cents has 
impacted elementary school students thus 
far, Sara replied, ÒI loved getting to know 
the fourth grade students on a personal 
level. The bond was important because the 
students attending the elementary school 
were able to relate to us, enabling them to 
feel less distant from older students.Ó 
       After speaking to the principal of 
Hillside Elementary, Mr. Huppuch, Senior 
Marina Sideli felt the impact of the club 
as well. ÒThe young leaders of Common 
Cents were not chosen [based on] those 
excelling in school,Ó she said. ÒIf any-
thing, students [showing] interestÉ did 
not necessarily stand out in school. The 
principal, as well as older students, see 
emerging leaders among them who have 
taken on great responsibilities already.Ó 
       The impact was also shown 
through the thoughts of Emily Gefell, 
a third grade student. Emily, age eight, 
stated that Common Cents Òhelps me get 
to know older kids better besides the ones 
who baby-sit for me.Ó Emily is currently 
working on collecting as many pennies 
as possible by sorting out containers of 
loose change in her house and rummaging 
through drawers for any spare change. 
       It is clear that a small message 
went a long way here and will continue to 
impact the two schools. When asked, the 
majority of Hillside Elementary School 
students could explain what Common 
Cents was and the effect it has on less for-
tunate communities. High school students 
have motivated younger kids to follow in 
their steps and continue on with the ideas 
of Common Cents so that it can remain an 
ongoing club. 

at Mobile Bay, the Confederacy's last 
major port; if it fell, both sides knew that 
it would spell the end for the Confeder-
ates. The Confederates placed large mines 
called torpedoes in the bay to prevent the 
US Navy from entering and being able to 
Þre at the fort.  Farragut ordered his ßeet 
ships to enter the bay, but as the explod-
ing torpedoes started sinking his ship, the 
ßeet started to pull out. Seeing his ships 
ßeeing, Farragut, to encourage the men, 
screamed ÒDamn the torpedoes!  Full 
speed ahead!Ó  Most of his ßeet ended up 
dodging the torpedoes and heavy Þre from 
the fort and were successful in ensuring 
victory for the Union. Later that year, 
he was promoted to Vice Admiral and 
again to Admiral after the war.  Farragut 
remained in active duty for his entire life, 
an honor that has only been bestowed on 
two other Naval ofÞcers, serving as the 
Commander of the European Squadron. 
He died on August 14, 1870 and is buried 
in Woodlawn Cemetery. 
       Farragut's career is impressive 
to say the least, but the question still 
remains: why is a middle school in Hast-
ings, New York named after a dead Navy 
ofÞcer? As it turns out, Farragut, his wife, 
Virginia, and his son, Loyall, all lived 
in Hastings during the 1860's in homes 
at 60 Main Street and 128 Washington 
Avenue.  When it came time to name the 
Middle School, school ofÞcials needed to 
Þnd a name that would inspire faculty and 
students to move forward into the mael-
strom with courage and determination.  
Who better than a Hastings resident that 
happened to be a national hero?
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What  Should be On 
President ObamaÕs 

Agenda?

ÒThe national debt.Ó

ÒThe economy.  If we make jobs 
and help people making less 

money, weÕll be in better shape 
to deal with our other problems, 

like the war.Ó 

ÒConvincing Americans to 
reinvest in the economy.Ó

Elias Wechsler, Freshman

Jenna Saunders, Sophomore

Arielle Edelman, Senior

ÒUniversal healthcare.Ó

Not Just Any Tuesday at 
the Mall

By TALIA STEIGER
Contributing Writer 

       With a rousing cry of ÒObama!Ó 
the crowded bus pulled out of Mt. Vernon 
and onto the highway that would take us 
to the inauguration of AmericaÕs Þrst bi-
racial president. It was 2 AM on Tuesday, 
January 20th, but nobody was sleeping. A 
buzz Þlled the air as everyone whispered 
and shouted in excitement. One woman 
named Vicky passed around a freshly 
baked cookie with ÒObama Biden 2009Ó 
emblazoned on it in M&Ms. She offered 
me a piece; it was heavenly. Another 
woman handed out plastic Obama top hats 
and another gave out ÒVote for ObamaÓ 
stickers. I sat across from a young Af-
rican- American woman from McCain 
country (Phoenix, Arizona) who was brav-

Who Broke the CeaseÞre 
in Gaza?

By SUHAYL CHETTIH 
Staff Writer

       While many in the U.S. were cel-
ebrating the New Year and inauguration of 
a new president, the worldÕs most volatile 
region has been awash in violence. As 
you probably already know, on Saturday, 
December 27th, 2008, the Israeli Defense 
Forces (IDF) started air raids and missile 
attacks on the Gaza strip, a region roughly 
the size of Queens. The area is home to 
1.5 million Palestinians, most of them 
refugees (and their descendants) displaced 
from the founding of Israel in 1948. 
 The strip is controlled by Hamas, 
a group that has been declared a terrorist 
entity by the US, UK, and EU and is also 
the democratically elected government 
of the Palestinian National Authority. 
Hamas is dedicated to Òarmed resistance 
to end the occupation of PalestineÓ (which 
constitutes violent attacks against the 
civilian population of Israel) and will not 
recognize Israel as a sovereign state, just 
as Israel refuses to recognize Hamas as 
a legitimate government. By the time a 
mutually unilateral ceaseÞre was declared 
onJanuary 17th, 1,300 Gazans were dead, 
410 of them children and 104 women, 
while 13 Israelis were dead, 3 of them 
civilians.
 Because of their mutual hate, 
there has been much tension and violence 
between the two entities for decades. 
Hamas often carries out rocket attacks, 

Perry Berman, Junior

Compiled by Julian Ordman

ing the frigid temperatures to see Obama 
take the oath of ofÞce. 
      As we neared Washington D.C., our 
passionate leader, Stephanie, who had 
tirelessly campaigned for Obama, asked 
anyone on the bus to come up to the front 
to give testimony about what had lead 
them to be here on this day. At Þrst, I 
thought no one would speak, but then one 
woman named Cindy stood up and told us 
about how she had witnessed the election 
of Nelson Mandela in South Africa. She 
spoke of what a historic day that was, 
and what a historic day the inauguration 
of Barack Obama would be. One by one, 
my fellow passengers stood up and told 
the most incredible stories, of protesting 
segregation during the Civil Rights Move-
ment, of coming to the United States as 
immigrants and experiencing discrimina-
tion. Each one had devoted themselves 
to the Obama campaign, rallying behind 
a man who they believed could bring 
America one step closer to equality. The 

testimonies made me speechless; I was 
blessed to be in the company of such 
amazing, hard working people.
       At around 7 AM, we Þnally ar-
rived at the Robert F. Kennedy Stadium 
outside of Washington. All around the 
stadium, hundreds and hundreds of buses 
were parked as far as the eye could see. 
My mother and I and the rest of the pas-
sengers boarded another bus that took us 
into the city. I stepped off the bus and into 
an enormous crowd of people bundled 
up in coats, scarves, hats, and gloves. 
The atmosphere was incredibly festive; 
it felt as if we were headed to Times 
Square on New YearÕs Eve. All along 
the streets leading to the Mall, peddlers 
hawked Obama merchandiseÑt-shirts, 
hats, buttons, posters, everything.  The 
route to the Mall was difÞcult, there were 
so many people and streets kept getting 
cordoned off. We were herded through the 
crowd until we arrived at the Washington 
Monument. As I stood by the Monument, 
I looked around at the millions of people 
who surrounded me.
       As a white Jew I was most 
deÞnitely a minority in the crowd. It made 
me think about what it must be like to 
be a person of color in a predominately 
white environment, such as Hastings. I 
felt so excited that Obama would soon be 
our president, but I knew that for African 
Americans this moment was extraordi-
nary. We in the crowd stood in anticipa-
tion of the swearing-in ceremony for 
hours, but the overwhelming enthusiasm 
never wavered. When Obama took the 
oath, the crowd erupted in cheers. Strang-
ers were hugging each other; people were 
waving ßags, crying with joy. Despite my 
frozen toes, lack of sleep and growing 
hunger, I was glad that I could witness 
Þrsthand this milestone in our nationÕs 
history. As now-President Obama Þnished 
his inauguration address, the crowd called 
out, in one singular voice, ÒAmen.Ó 

launching missiles that strike southern 
Israel. While rarely killing Israelis (since 
2001, 15 Israelis have been killed by rock-
et Þre), these attacks disrupt daily life and 
cause many to live in fear. Although Israel 
removed its citizens from Gaza in 2005, it 
maintains control over the air, water, and 
borders of the region. It has established a 
blockade that UN ofÞcials have declared 
as collective punishment and therefore a 
Òwar crime.Ó In addition, Israel restricts 
the passage of food, fuel & energy, medi-
cal equipment, people, and goods into and 
out of Gaza, crushing its economy, and 
causing 80% of its occupants to rely on 
UN food aid (65 Palestinians have died 
because they were not allowed to leave 
Gaza for medical treatment).
       An informal ceaseÞre was es-
tablished in June 2008, in which Hamas 
pledged to cease rocket attacks while 
Israel guaranteed that it would ease its 
blockade. Both sides have consistently 
blamed the other for breaking the cease-
Þre: Israel never eased the blockade, while 
rocket attacks continued. Though ofÞcial 
Hamas Þghters did not Þre any rockets, 
other Gazan militants Þred 15 rockets dur-
ing the Þrst 5 months of ceaseÞre (down 
from 149 rockets in the month of June). 
On November 4th, Israel carried out a raid 
on Hamas Þghters, and was accused of 
breaking the ceaseÞre. After November 
4th, Hamas rocket attacks resumed. After 
the ofÞcial end date for the ceaseÞre, 
rocket attacks increased even more, while 
Israel further restricted the passage of hu-
manitarian aid items into Gaza, prompting 
the UN to declare that unless more food 
was allowed to enter the strip, there would 

be mass death by starvation.
       Thus, it seems profoundly un-
clear who violated the ceaseÞre, and who 
is justiÞed in this conßict. For the Israelis, 
it makes sense that they would defend 
themselves after years of rocket Þre from 
a foreign entity. For the Palestinians in 
Gaza, it makes sense that after being 
forced into starvation, routinely killed, 
and restricted from economic expansion, 
they would try to resist in any way pos-
sible. And like the chicken and the egg, no 
one can agree which came Þrst and caused 
the other. Both sides, however, could do 
more to facilitate peace: Hamas could stop 
violent attacks, while Israel could allow 
a free ßow of goods and stop Gaza from 
becoming a mass prison, leading to condi-
tions the UN describes as a ÒhorriÞcÓ 
human rights crisis.
       Though all wars bring up psy-
chological dilemmas, it seems that the 
Israeli-Palestinian conßict is particularly 
difÞcult. Is the temporary reduction of 
rocket attacks worth the lives of hundreds 
of innocents and children, seeing that 
Hamas is still in control of Gaza? Can 
Hamas justify its policies in the wake of 
destruction wrought because of them? 
And the big question: while itÕs no doubt 
that HamasÕ rocket attacks against civil-
ians are in violation of international law, is 
IsraelÕs policies, which have killed many 
more civilians and left 60,000 Gazan 
civilians homeless, any better than the ter-
rorists they seek to destroy?

Disagree? Write a letter to the editor on 
the subject. Email: 

submissions@hastingsbuzzer.com.

HHS students and staff watch the Inauguration together in the high school lobby.
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ÒRevolutionary RoadÓ: 
How Not to Be Boring

By EVAN OWEN 
Contributing Writer 

        Before jumping into this review 
I must warn you, reader: I have read the 
book Revolutionary Road, and thus I 
enter this review a bit biased not being a 
fan. Based off of the Richard Yates novel, 
the movie, for the most part, sticks to the 
book by applying its reoccurring themes 
in a visual format. Starring Kate Winslet, 
as April Wheeler, and Leonardo DiCaprio, 
as her husband Frank, the movie unfolds 
by revealing how the two lovebirds met, 
sowing the seeds of young love at a party 
in Manhattan. The relationship takes a 
turn for the worse a few years later once 
theyÕve moved to Connecticut - Þghts 
begin to occur regularly between the once-
happy couple. They each argue about how 
the other one Òtraps themÓ in suburban 
life, trying to make them just like every-
body else. They decide to move to Paris 
on a whim, and everything goes downhill 
from there. 
        The suburbs play the bad guy in 

       When entering Sushi Express for 
the Þrst time, I had no idea what to expect. 
Jimmy, the chief (and only) sushi chef, 
whipped up a California roll for me, and 
much to my surprise, it actually gave me 
the warm fuzzies that I often receive when 
indulging in Japanese cuisine. My evalua-
tion of this hole-in-the-wall sushi bar was 
based upon, and compared to, the various 
types of sushi I have tried and the many 
places in which I have dined in my nearly 
16 years of existence. 
 The food: In my numerous 
excursions to Sushi Express, I have not 
dared to be too adventurous with my 
choice of sushi. However, I do consider 
myself a junior sushi connoisseur, so I 
thought it best to try some Nagiri, an au-
thentic Japanese form of sushi consisting 
of a rice ball with raw Þsh draped over it. 
The salmon was a little gristly, the yellow-
tail a little discolored, and the shrimp a tad 
dry, but it was moderately fresh and was 
as tasty as any normal sushi is. The Þsh 
was deÞnitely not from Nobu or Kuruma 
(two well-known sushi restaurants in the 
city), but it still held on to the Japanese 
taste it strove for. I then decided to go for 
the classic American ÒCalifornia roll.Ó 
This roll, much to my surprise, surpassed 
many California rolls I have encountered 
in my travels. It was a clear indicator that 
perhaps this restaurant is not authentic, 
but rather an American twist on Japanese 
cuisine. Who can blame them though? 
Most sushi restaurants in the nation em-
phasize their American-style creations. In 
fact, using salmon in sushi is not common 
in Japan, but it is the most consumed raw 
Þsh in the United States.  

 On a separate visit, I ordered a 
spicy tuna roll, which was not bad at all, 
despite the fact that it didnÕt adhere to the 
traditional style of chopping and mixing 
with a special spicy sauce. It was a block 
of tuna in the sushi topped with spicy 
mayonnaise, reafÞrming my thoughts on 
this restaurantÕs American inßuences.  
 The atmosphere: Although I 
donÕt feel that it is necessary to comment 
too poorly on the food, I do feel a need to 
comment on the atmosphere and what it 
lacks. When one walks through the door 
to this cuisine, one might think to go to 
KÕs Variety next door, for the feng shui 
at that small newsstand surpasses that 
of Sushi Express. The bare white walls 
and scarce, randomly placed homageÕs to 
Japanese culture really subtract from the 
overall feeling one gets when walking in. 
The eating space is small and is remi-
niscent of a diner. In addition, the only 
other person IÕve ever seen in there while 
eating, aside from friends, was a woman 
who almost drank a bowl of soy sauce 
thinking it was teaÉ very dark, salty tea. 
The silverware, aside from the chopsticks, 
is plastic ware and the bowls are made of 
Styrofoam, which also makes one feel as 
if they are in a dive, rather than a Japanese 
restaurant, which is usually synonymous 
with being upscale. 
 In conclusion, it is apparent 
that Sushi Express is exactly as its name 
indicates: a fast, moderately cheap, simple 
sushi bar where you shouldnÕt expect a 
Þve star, authentic meal. But, if you have 
a love for sushi and are unwilling to trek 
to another town, Sushi Express is a quick 
Þx for a sushi craving.

Sushi Express: 
An Oriental Oasis in the Heart of Hastings

By DOUG FRIEDMAN
Contributing Writer

An American Teenager 
on ÒThe Secret Life of 

the American TeenagerÓ
By BEN LERNER

Staff Writer 
 
 ÒThe Secret Life of the American 
TeenagerÓ is a teen drama on ABC Family 
that is more of a worst-case scenario than 
an exposŽ of adolescent life. It has cap-
tured the interest of many teens, although 
its title suggests that it is a tutorial for par-
ents. A scripted drama where everything 
that could go wrong goes wrong, ÒSecret 
LifeÓ is unrealistic, corny and addictive. 
As far as shows that it could be compared 
to, one could call it an American ÒDe-

grassi.Ó Also, ÒGossip Girl,Ó the hit CW 
show, shares similarities (in addition to a 
time slot) with ÒSe-
cret Life.Ó ÒGossip 
GirlÓ is popular 
with adolescents 
because while the 
Upper East Siders 
share an age with 
their audience, 
their lives are far 
more alluring, 
scandalous, and 
exciting. ÒSecret 
LifeÓ is exciting 
and dramatic too, 
but in a less elite 
way. In this sense, 
it is quite like 
ÒDegrassi,Ó just 

slightly Disney-ed. It is a more family-
oriented version of ÒDegrassi,Ó and it is 
a Disney Channel series where kids are 
more misbehaved than usual. 
 While Disney shows are often 
unrealistically tame, ÒSecret LifeÓ is not 
unrealistically scandalous; itÕs just unreal-
istic in general. The show is appealing to 
many because of the entertaining implau-
sibility of the plot twists. The show, which 
obliviously frames itself as a moving and 
dramatic exposŽ, covers what its creators 
think are the true behaviors of teens. The 
writers are correct in assuming that many 
shows incorrectly portray teenage activ-
ity, but they often miss the ball on which 
ÒsecretÓ activities to utilize. The show 
revolves around the pregnancy of 15 year-
old Amy Jeurgens, who of course barely 
considers an abortion.  There is also 
Grace, the blond, celibate Catholic cheer-
leader with a mentally disabled brother, 
and there is also the promiscuous and 

tempting Adrienne. 
Amy is dating Ben, 
an awkward, head-
over-heels boy, who 
is not the father of 
her child. The father 
is Ricky, who dates 
Adrienne and was 
abused as a child. 
Adrienne, whose par-
ents never seem to be 
home, of course, has 
an affair with GraceÕs 
boyfriend, Jack, and 
inevitable, farfetched 
chaos ensues. 
 The charac-

ters are all played by a talented mix of 
unknowns, save AmyÕs mother, who is 
played by Molly Ringwald, famous for 
her 1980s teen roles in Sixteen Candles, 
Pretty in Pink and The Breakfast Club. 
Ringwald is currently expecting twins, 
and reports indicate that her pregnancy 
will be written into the show. ÒThe Secret 
Life of the American TeenagerÓ attempts 
to raise awareness about teenage activ-
ity, but seems to be popular less among 
curious parents, and more among addicted 
teens in the mood for a corny soap opera 
that tries to disguise obvious sex facts as 
basic teenage conversation. 
 Sophomore Lauren Harris was in 
agreement, citing the shows unintended 
comedic aspects as to why she watches. 
She said, ÒI think itÕs good because I donÕt 
usually associate teenage pregnancy with 
humor, and the show does a good job 
of combining the two, thus creating the 
perfect mixture of laughs and babies.Ó As 
for whether or not the show achieves its 
goal, she sarcastically responded, ÒThe 
show absolutely achieves its goal if the 
goal is to instill in teens that abortion and 
adoption are evil, and that if you do get 
pregnant, donÕt worry, because there is 
always Plan B, which involves marrying 
your freshman boyfriend with fake IDs.Ó
So is ÒSecret LifeÓ a successful dramatic 
exposŽ, or an unrealistic, corny, funny and 
entertaining soap opera? Whatever the an-
swer, the ABC Family original series has 
managed to attract a following. As Sarah 
remarked, hopefully mockingly, ÒIt speaks 
to the difÞcult duality of balancing teen 
life with pregnancy, an issue that I obvi-
ously deal with on a day to day basis!Ó

this movie. They are portrayed as a place 
where interesting people and interest-
ing ideas go to die in the boring ho-hum 
towns where everyone conforms. This 
horrible place in which everyone is the 
same, happy and content with the day-
to-day cycle of commuting to the city for 
work, cleaning the house, and popping out 
babies terriÞes April, and prompts her to 
suggest moving to Paris.
        The movie can be depressing at 
times. There is a lot of drinking, and talk 
of dicey topics like abortion and affairs. 
AprilÕs character is clearly disturbed, and 
paranoid about everything her husband 
does. She claims that heÕs trying to kill 
her, suffocate her emotionally, etc. To tell 
the truth, the book goes more in depth 
than the movie regarding AprilÕs case of 
the crazies.
       The movieÕs message is clear: 
to survive without being boring you must 
follow a few rules.  1. DonÕt become 
boring people. Have ambitions, other-
wise, youÕll end up selling calculators 
like Frank does.  2. DonÕt have kids: they 
clearly ruined the WheelerÕs relationship. 
TheyÕre nothing but trouble. 3. Whatever 
you do, donÕt ever move to a suburb of 
New York City, youÕre just asking for 
trouble. Oh wait...
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NCAA Midseason 
Report

By DANIEL BRENNAN
Contributing Writer

 These are my top Þve rankings 
going into week eleven of college basket-
ball.  I still believe that North Carolina is 
the best team in college basketball but the 
Tar HeelsÕ two early losses in the ACC 
have bumped them out of this weekÕs top 
Þve.  An upcoming match-up between 
Duke and Wake Forest will be sure to 
shake things up but for now this is where 
they stand:

Duke (19-2): Duke remains the lead-
ing team in the ACC at 5-1 and holds an 
overall record of 18-2.  With the exception 
of the losses to Michigan and Wake For-
est, the Blue Devils have looked dominant 
on both fronts, averaging 80 points per 
game and giving up just 60.  Versatile 
sophomore Kyle Singler leads the team in 
points (16.5) and rebounds per game (8.1).  
Junior Gerald Henderson seems to have 
found his niche and is averaging 21 points 
over the last Þve games.  Jon Scheyer and 
Nolan Smith are both double-digit scor-
ers and can take some of the pressure off 
Singler and Henderson.  The Blue Devils 
knocked off Purdue in ACC/Big Ten Chal-
lenge and handled a very talented George-
town team at Cameron Indoor.
Best Wins: @ Purdue, vs. Xavier, vs. 
Georgetown
Only Loss: @ Michigan
 
Connecticut (20-1): The HuskiesÕ deep 
guard play and size underneath has al-

lowed them jump out to a great start in the 
Big East at 7-1.  Hasheem Thabeet and 
Jeff Adrien are both averaging double-
doubles and account for over 27 points 
and 20 rebounds per game. AJ Price and 
Jerome Dyson are both equipped with 
great speed and the ability to shoot the 
ball from deep.  Freshman Kemba Walker 
from Bronx, New York, provides a great 
spark off the bench averaging nearly 10 
points per game.  UConn got 24 points 
from AJ Price to beat Gonzaga in over-
time on December 20th.
Best Wins: vs. Gonzaga, vs. Villanova, @ 
Notre Dame
Only Loss: vs. Georgetown

Pittsburgh (19-2): The presence of Sopho-
more Dejuan Blair (14.6 points, 12.8 re-
bounds) underneath and the inside-outside 
game of Senior Sam Young (18.6 points 
per game) have proven to be trouble for 
teams so far this year.  Senior Levance 
Fields is the ßoor general for the Panthers 
averaging 10.4 points and 7 assists per 
game.  Tyrell Biggs, Jermaine Dixon and 
Gilbert Brown are all capable of contrib-
uting to the scoring on the offensive end.  
Pitt was able to beat Georgetown and 
Syracuse in the early part of their Big East 
schedule.
Best Wins: @ Georgetown, vs. Syracuse, 
@ West Virginia
Only Losses: @ Louisville, @ Villanova

Oklahoma (21-1): Oklahoma stands atop 
the Big 12 with a 5-0 record.  Sophomore 
Blake GrifÞn will likely be the number 
one overall pick in next yearÕs NBA draft 
but heÕs leaving his mark at Oklahoma.  
GrifÞn is averaging 22.2 points per game 
and leading the nation in rebounding at 
13.8 per game.  Freshman Willie War-
ren has proven to be a very reliable point 
guard averaging over 15 points per game 
for the Sooners.  Oklahoma was able to 
beat Purdue in overtime to win the Pre-
season NIT.
Best Wins: vs. Purdue, vs. Texas, vs. 
Baylor
Only Loss: @ Arkansas

Wake Forest (17-2): Wake Forest was 
the only undefeated team left in college 
basketball until they met with Virginia 
Tech on January 21st.  The emergence of 
sophomore point guard Jeff Teague (21.5 
points, 3.9 assists) has catapulted the De-
mon Deacons to a great start that few saw 
coming.  Sophomore James Johnson and 
freshman Al-Farouq Aminu provide solid 
rebounding and scoring in the post.  The 
wins at home vs. North Carolina and Duke 
were both very impressive and will stand 
out on WakeÕs resume come March.
Best Wins: vs. North Carolina, @ Clem-
son, vs. Baylor
Only Loss: vs. Virginia Tech

     Between a tough league and a rash of 
injuries, the Girls Varsity Basketball team 
has had a rough season thus far. Add to 
those problems the adjustment to a new 
coach and four graduated seniors, and 
you get an idea of how the season has 
been. Being matched up against power-
houses Albertus Magnus, Pearl River, 
Irvington, and Nanuet, has not been easy 
for the team, who suffered double-digit 
losses in each of those contests. Coupled 
with tough losses against teams such as 
Westlake, Edgemont, and Croton-Harmon, 
it has not been a great year in terms of the 
win-loss record, which stands at 3-12 as 
of January 19. However, the record is only 
numbers, and numbers do not represent 
the team accurately.

In Memory of Dr. Fazio: 
Sports Edition
By SAVI TUBER

Sports Editor 

       Not only was Dr. Fazio a remark-
able principal, teacher, leader, and overall 
person, but Dr. Fazio was also a huge 
sports fan. A baseball guru (who in fact 
played semi-professional Minor League 
baseball), Dr. Fazio was known for his 
stellar knowledge of baseball trivia. He 
had numerous baseball posters and was al-
ways on top of current baseball news and 
statistics. Every morning you could Þnd 
him in the library reading the sports sec-
tion of both the New York Times and The 
Journal News to make sure that he was up 
to date on not only professional sports but 
high school sports as well. 
 I was fortunate enough to have 
a close relationship with Dr. Fazio and 
would talk with him about sports con-
stantly. Our Þrst interaction occurred 
when I was only in 4th grade: I chose a 
baseball history seminar with none other 
than Dr. Fazio. I donÕt recall much from 
the seminar except for two memories. One 
was that the class was very small and Dr. 
Fazio exuded such a kind, gentle feeling 
with each of us no matter his knowledge 
of baseball. The other memory I have is 
that it appeared he knew everything there 
was to know about baseballÑthat I could 
ask him any question about any topic and 
sure enough, he would have the answer.  
 Later, in high school, our similar 
fondness of sports (particularly baseball) 
trivia would unite us. During Academic 
Field Day last year, in the ÒBest Athlete 
of All TimeÓ course, Dr. Fazio provided 
wisdom and stories about his two picks: 
Jackie Robinson and Jim Brown. Rob-
inson, a Fazio favorite, was the ultimate 
athlete, a star at the national level in four 
sports as well as a leader and an ambas-
sador. Dr. Fazio was not only a one-sport 
follower; he was an avid Syracuse fan, 
especially basketball. During March Mad-
ness, he would always have something to 
say about how the Orangemen were going 
to make a run this year (well, not in recent 
years as other March Madness followers 
would know).
 On the day of the latest BuzzerÕs 
release, I got called down to the princi-
palÕs ofÞce during class. I had no clue 
what I had done or if anything had hap-
pened but I walked into his ofÞce feeling 
slightly nervous. There was Doc Faz, 
who said, with his sly smile, ÒSavi, I need 
to speak with you about something you 
wrote in your Buzzer article.Ó I didnÕt 
know what to think; I didnÕt write any-
thing controversial, I write about sports, 
not politics, I thought.
 ÒHow could you only put Jonny 
Flynn [SyracuseÕs star point guard] as a 
Second Team All-America?!Ó he asked. I 
burst into laughter and replied, ÒI wrote it 
before his Þrst couple of games, because 
as of now, he deÞnitely would have been 
First team.Ó His response: ÒFair enough,Ó 
and he sent me back to class. After that I 
realized two things about Dr. Fazio that I 
had never fully appreciated. The Þrst was 
that he cared so much about his school 
that he must have read every article in the 
school newspaper despite his busy sched-
ule It also showed me that he had a sense 
of humor; he called me out of a class to 
essentially make a joke. One special thing 
about Dr. Fazio is that so many people 
have stories like mine and that shows not 
only the kind of sports fan he was but the 
the kind of man Dr. Fazio was.

Boys Basketball Update
By NATHANIEL SUNDEL

Contributing Writer

 With many question marks at the 
beginning of the season, the Boys Varsity 
Basketball team did not know where it 
was headed. But after 12 games and an 
8-4 record many questions have been an-
swered. Coming into the season many ex-
pected it would be a one-man show led by 
Senior Captain Alby Skrelji (15.0 ppg 11.0 
rpg) but that has not been the case. With 
many teams focusing on Skrelji, a lot of 
different players have stepped up. Junior 
Center Ryan Blicker has been huge down 
low for the Jackets. Averaging 11 points 
and 13 rebounds, Blicker has brought a 
7-foot like presence in the paint, as he also 
averages 5 blocks a game. The dynamic 
back-court duo of Savi Tuber and Dan 
Brennan has brought outside shooting and 
passing to the Jackets and have been very 
solid for the squad. The Yellow Jackets 
stormed out to a 6-1 record to open up the 
season. They had huge wins against Class 
B favorites Lincoln Hall and Dobbs Ferry. 
They also defeated league rival Irvington 
in the John Costello Holiday tournament 
to win it for the second straight year.  
 The Jackets also defended their 
Westlake Holiday tournament champion-
ship by defeating Class C favorite Valhalla 
and Class A contender Henry Hudson. 
They continued on to a 9-4 start including 
a near .500 record in their league. A home 
victory against Horace Mann was the 
most recent for the squad. The win was 
highlighted by 27 points from Alby and a 
vicious dunk on the break from Aluisio. 
With several non-league and league games 
coming up, the Jackets are looking to im-
prove their record in order to have one or 
multiple home playoff games. This is all 
in line for the Jackets to make a storming 
playoff push to reach the Mecca of Sec-
tion I basketball: the County Center. And 
remember, the team needs a crowd at their 
games so donÕt come to socialize, come to 
cheer!

A Lady Jacket Reßects 
on Challenging Season

By LAUREN 
WALCZEWSKI

 Contributing Writer

      With 
only four 
returning 
players, 
and only 
ten play-
ers total, 
experience 
and inju
ries have taken their 
toll. In fact, there are 
only four players on 
the team who have not had a signiÞcant 
injury during the season. Injuries have 
ranged from shin splints, to bad knees, 
bone bruises, a fractured ankle, a concus-
sion, and various ankle problems. The 
team likes to joke that they spend more 
time in the trainer AdellaÕs ofÞce than 
they do on the court. Injuries aside, expe-
rience has also been an obstacle. There are 
only Þve upper classmen, and two are new 
to the Varsity level. The lack of seasoning 
has shown up when opposing teams press 
or put a lot of pressure on the ball, which 
has often led to turnovers.
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Teachers Remember Their First Kisses  
By ZOE AZULAY

Staff Writer

Mr. Marciano:
ÒIt was with Wendy Elwell. I was in 8th grade and she was a sophomore in high school. 

We went to the teacherÕs bathroom and started making out. Mr. Becker, a science 
teacher, started banging on the door. Well, we couldnÕt stay in there forever, and when 
we Þnally came out there was Mr. Becker. I turned beet red and she burst out in tears, 
and shouted right in front of Mr. Becker Ô[Gerard] IÕll never talk to you again!Õ It was 

clear that Mr. Becker wanted us to suffer because he told us he had to think of a Ôproper 
punishmentÕ and that weÕd have to wait until the next day for us to see what it was. The 
next day Mr. Becker came up to me and told me to make better decisions. Wendy and I 
went out for three years, but I always want to catch two kids in a teacherÕs bathroom.Ó

Mr. Fennel:
ÒDuring spin the bottle, I was thirteen.Ó

Mr. Rosner:
ÒIt was summer and I was at sleep-away camp. It was a whole camp operation to get 
me to kiss this one girl. I was told by one of her friends that I should ask the girl out. 

I didnÕt know what Ôgoing outÕ meant, I thought she meant take her ÔoutÕ of camp 
grounds or something, but I asked her out anyway. Then I was told that I should kiss 

the girl. So I didÉ real ÔgÕ rated stuff. Next I was told I should ÔFrenchÕ kiss her. I had 
no idea what French kissing meant, but what ever it was I knew I wasnÕt ready and that 
would have to wait until next summerÉÓ [At this point, Mr. Konig interjects to tell Mr. 

Rosner that he is being too candid.]
Mr. Markus:

ÒIt was in the back of a movie theatre, Robert RedfordÕs ÔOut of Africa.Õ The people in 
front of us kept turning around and telling us to be quiet.Ó

Ms. Zissu:
ÒI think it was in the fourth grade, is that too young? I donÕt want to sound like a hussy! 
He was my boyfriend who took me ice skating every weekend. I donÕt actually remem-

ber him kissing me, but he probably did.Ó
Mr. Zelmanowicz:

ÒIt was during sleep-away camp, behind the cabin where they showed movies.Ó
Mr. Smith:

ÒTruth or dare.Ó
Mr. Conwisar:

ÒI was in 7th grade and it was with Gloria Zimmerman. In winter, during recess, they 
would show movies in the auditorium. One recess I was sitting next to Gloria and I 
remember the hard part was actually psyching myself up to put my arm around her, 

once I did that the kiss was easy! Of course we just sat there after it and both pretended 
nothing had happened. We never talked about it again.Ó

Mr. A:
ÒI honestly donÕt remember.Ó

Drawing by George DuPont

The Buzzer 
Haiku #3

By AMANDA
PICONE

Remy loves tuna,
IÕm sure Barack loves tuna,

They should go Þshing.

 School Trips,
Continued from Page 3

concession stands at sports games and 
the dinner at the Harvest Moon Ball, the 
trip Òwas presenting a hardship to many 
members of our community,Ó the music 
department wrote in a letter to parents 
and guardians of those planning to go to 
Boston. 
 The department has raised about 
$7,000, which is just about $1,000 shy of 
paying for the buses. But in order to have 
the buses totally paid for and then provide 
enough scholarship money for the people 
who need it, the letter stated that they 
need $10,000 in totalÐhalf of the expected 
cost of the trip.
 ÒWe realize that there are seniors 
in the department who will miss next 
yearÕs tripÐthe trip for which they have 
helped fundraise,Ó the department wrote in 
the letter. Ò[But] these are difÞcult times 
and everyone in the music department... 
wants to make sure that our programming 
in no way creates additional difÞculties 
for anyone involved.Ó
 The department also said in the 
letter that they were open to all comments 
and suggestions on fundraising for next 
yearÕs trip.       
 Despite Þnancial concerns, many 
Þeld trips are continuing anyway. "There 
is no comparison between an advanced 
geology trip and teaching in class," said 
Mr. Brownstein, who directs a yearly 
Þeld trip with Advanced Geology stu-
dents. "Geology, of all the courses, is best 
learned in the Þeld. I didn't even become 
interested in geology until we took our 
Þrst Þeld trip. Hawaii is the perfect out-
door classroom; there are very few places 
where you can see lava ßowing on a daily 
basis." 
 When asked whether trips were 
being impacted by the Þnancial crisis, Mr. 
Brownstein explained that the Advanced 
Geology trip was unique. "It's through the 
school, but it's also somewhat separate," 
he explained.  "Technically, Þeld trips 
that are taken in general come out of the 
student's pocket. So, economically, I don't 
think that's going to be an issue, at least 
not a budget issue."
       However, Brownstein states he 
is Òtaking a very close look at our food 
expenses...I think there are ways I can get 
[them] down...I did an extensive search 
for lodging...There's nothing I can do 
about the price of air fare. There are some 
prices that are Þxed." 
 Despite receiving higher amounts 
of aid this year, Mr. Brownstein has 
expressed frustration at the school's lack 
of funding for Þeld trips. "There are teams 
that travel every single day that the school 
pays for," he said. "So sometimes I won-
der where our priorities are."
       ÒThe thing I like about Þeld trips 
is that they give students downtime," said 
Mr. Adipietro. "But are they a worthwhile 
educational experience to the point where 
[the school] needs to supplement families' 
incomes? It's a tough sell."

Spring Õ09 Fashion 
Trends

By ALIANA HEFFERNAN
Managing Editor

       One of this seasonÕs recurring 
themes is combining structured shapes 
with ßowing fabrics, creating a fresh, 
contemporary look. At Philip LimÕs show, 
women wore masculine outÞts which 
were gracefully styled with draping and 
loose rufßes to give the suits a feminine 
look; all were subtle tan and pale pink 
tones. Vests and blazers continue to be 
essential pieces for any wardrobe. BCBG 
Max Azria followed suit (pun intended), 
but opted for tapered leg pants. Topshop 
had bold Ô80s designs with cutsie print, 
ending up with a revised ÒPretty in PinkÓ 
look.
       Derek Lam used metallics, 
nudes, and black to compile the most 
wearable line. For daytime, there were 
sleek anorak blouses, vests, and dresses, 
as well as sophisticated jumpsuits, and 
black cropped pants in place of last sea-
sonÕs leggings. Many designers, including 
Derek Lam, Preen, Stella McCartney, 
ChloŽ, Proenza Schouler, Vena Cava, and 
Max Mara featured variations on jump-
suits; some more like those of mechanics, 
others reminiscent of the outÞts worn by 
disco divas. Badgley Mischka showed 
clothing with distinct sixties inßuence, 
perhaps inspired by the suits of Jackie O, 
but with fantastic patterns, updating these 
classic looks.

       For girls who are starting to shop 
for prom dresses, Badgley Mischka and 
Marchesa both offer plenty of inspiration 
to try to Þnd a similar look. Rock and Re-
public focused on black, white, and acid 
wash skinny jeans paired with rufße neck 
blouses, t-shirts, and leather jackets. Dis-
tinctive as always, Dolce and Gabana had 
an abstract-nautical theme, mixing 1920s 
style bathing suits with Þshnets and red, 
white and blue stripped cardigans. D&G 
also highlighted high-waist stripped sailor 
pants. In their show, popular accessories 
included large patent bags, crochet ßower 
pins, big sunglasses, silk scarves, cloche 
hats, and oversized beads, all together giv-
ing off a boardwalk vibe. The wide variety 
of trends this spring leave plenty of room 
for experimentation, so go, shop, and cre-
ate your own look!

By JACK BERNER
Jack in the Box


